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LEBRON JAMES After four seasons with 
the Cleveland Cavaliers, LeBron James 
announced in July that he signed a four 
year $154 million contract with the 
Los Angeles Lakers. This was James’ 
third team change during his career, 
and many fans spent the summer 
speculating which team he would join.

FIFA WORLD CUP June 14 marked the 
beginning of the 21st FIFA World Cup. 
32 teams competed in Moscow, Russia 
and were eliminated in a series of five 
rounds. At the finals, France defeated 
Croatia 4-2 and was declared the 
champion.

THAI CAVE RESCUE After 12 members of 
a Thai youth soccer team and their 
coach went missing in the Tham Luang 
cave complex, a search and rescue 
mission began. Multiple countries sent 
teams of troops to help save the boys. 
After 18 days, the entire team was 
rescued from the flooded cave system. 

CRAZY RICH ASIANS On August 15, Jon M. 
Chu released his anticipated movie 
adaptation of the novel Crazy Rich 
Asians. As the first American movie that 
featured an all-Asian cast since 1993, 
Chu’s production served as an outlet 
for the importance of representation 
in modern-day Hollywood.
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RED TIDE During the summer, Florida’s 
coasts were covered in an algal bloom 
caused by sugarcane runoff. Due 
to the persistent algae, beach visits 
and ocean swimming were greatly 
limited. The algal blooms affected both 
beachgoers and marine life, posing a 
threat to Florida’s ocean ecosystems.
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Friend, rower and computer scientist 
Learn about the life of a student athlete.    

Ever since chess caught his eye as a fifth grader, 
Donovan Wu ’21 has nurtured a growing interest in 
the game, eventually prompting him to co-found a 
club for chess lovers to gather during his freshman 
year. 

Now, his co-founder is in college, and Donovan 
said that his new position as the sole leader of the 
club taught him a lot about time management.

“I have to make the most use of my time wherever 
I am,” Donovan said. “I break all my time into chunks 
so I can finish everything, take a five minute break, 
and keep going on.”

He said this chunk strategy helps him learn 
material ranging from school work to competitive 

chess moves.
“For about two years I wasn’t making any progress 

in chess so I practiced my tactics and improved my 
openings a bit and I was able to up my ranking by a 
few hundred points,” Donovan said.

He said that his improvement in chess came from 
a change in his attitude. He began to analyze and 
follow his past chess maneuvers to identify where 
he could improve, which put him ahead of his 
competition.

“You need to be organized and keep track of 
everything you’re doing,” Donovan said. “If you don’t 
do that, you’re going to end up behind.”

Chess player and pianist 
Learn what makes a leader. 
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Joshua Perper and Luke 
Fatovic hype up the crowd 
during the Lip Sync Battle.

Justin Koolik sings “Say You 
Won’t Let Go” by James 
Arthur at Playing for Change.

Maya Gottlieb and Giovanna Imperiale rep 
their class color during the pep rally. 

Olivia Musa and Carly Gumberg 
rock with the green and roll with 
the white.

Ignacio Hinestrosa, Benjamin Petri, Justin 
Cassius and John Fishman reference their 
freshman Powderpuff dance in formation. 

Nellie Johnson, Chelsea Watts, Jourdan Henry and 
Jonathan Valdes hold their ground during tug-of-war.

Daniela Tejada focuses on 
getting an Oreo into her 
mouth during Food Games.
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Although she said she was always athletic 
in Middle School, it wasn’t until after Mary 
Elizabeth “M.E.” Gabrielle ’21 spent her 
seventh grade summer rowing by the school 
boathouse that she fell in love with a sport. 

“I keep involved with crew because I just 
love the team aspect of it,” M.E. said. “I’m 
becoming so close with all the people on the 
team.”

M.E. has crew practice six days a week and 
morning practice in the weight room two days 
a week, so she said the most important lesson 
crew taught her is how to prioritize her time. 

“I always make sure to use my time during 

my free periods really well to get all my 
homework done to make sure I don’t have 
tons of work at night to do,” M.E. said.

This allows her to get enough sleep to 
work out well at morning practice. However, 
she said she couldn’t even get to morning 
practice without her family.

“My family’s really supportive and I can’t 
drive yet so my family always drives me to 
morning practice,” M.E. said.

She said her family plays an integral role 
in her success and credits her interpersonal 
relationships with giving her motivation for 
both school and crew.

How many siblings do the sophomores have at Pine Crest?
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